“Go Forward”
Introduction:  (Song-Great is thy Faithfulness)

I was going to talk about being F.E.D. to be F.A.T (elaborate)
 I was thinking that as a child I enjoyed hearing and reading the bible stories. As I grew up and listen to the different sermons I began to realize that they weren’t just stories but information that gives insight into how God thinks and the role He wants to play in our lives. Today we will look at one such story. And as we go through it I will admonish you to pay attention to how God responds and feels. In the scripture it says that the children of Israel knew the acts of God, while Moses knew God’s ways!!!
Scripture Text - Exodus 3:1- 4

God gets Moses’ Attention (elaborate)
There are several things happening in these verses
· Moses was at work doing what he was suppose to be doing

· The angel of the Lord came and the bush began to burn

· Moses stopped what he was doing and gave the event his attention

As Christians, we must acknowledge God trying to  get our attention whether it is through sermons, conversations, life's situations.

· verse 4 God didn’t tell him anything until Moses stopped and paid attention

SHARE PERSONAL TESTIMONY CONCERNING YEARS IN THE CHURCH AS A YOUTH, GOING TO PRAYER MEETINGS ETC, CONVENTIONS, PARTICIPATING IN  CHURCH ACTIVITIES, SMOKING A LITTLE MARIJUANA, SO CALLED RESPECTING GOD BY NOT BEING A HYPOCRIT BUT NEVER REALIZING THAT TIME WAS RUNNING OUT FOR ME.  THE SERMONS, THE PEOPLE GOD SENT TO ME, ETC)
Scripture Text - Exodus 3:7-12

God Explain the Process of Spiritual Success

· God gives information - reasons, directions, promise to guide you to success YA-DA(GOD KNOWS)
· The sign to know that you will do it (verse 12)
· God showed Moses how He would use what Moses had in his hands first and (later in his mind)
· Even after God had said what Moses could do, Moses still didn’t believe in himself. He brought to God’s attention all of his short comings so much so until God got angry. He allowed him Aaron (but God knew what was in Aaron and we later find out when Aaron builds the golden calf and then later speaks against Moses with their sister Miriam).  Have you ever tried to convince someone that they had greatness in them or that they could accomplish...
Get Busy Doing What God has Told you to Do
(God will always keep His Word)

Scripture Text:  Exodus 4 - 13
· Moses went back to Egypt - God had already told him what to expect 
(There were no surprises - God told him that He would harden Pharaoh’s heart)
· Remember that God uses what Moses already has in him i.e. a knowledge of the way Egyptians think, the gods they worship, and his ability to shepherd a flock

· God sends the 10 plagues and they are aimed at the gods the Egyptians serve. e.g. the Nile turns to blood, hail mixed with fire falls from the sky, the land is covered in darkness (which directly affronts Amen-Ra the sun god) He confronts those things that have you bound and most times the battle is in the mind!!
· Everyone involved saw God’s hand at work - the Egyptians saw it, Moses saw it and the Israelites saw it as well

· Anytime a child of God is obedient there is evidence of their obedience e.g. when you accept Christ into your life, the scripture says that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Light and that is what you begin to see when you take the step. There is a definite difference in my life now than years ago. It became better and clearer

· God’s hand was so evident that the last plague where the firstborn died established the Passover which is still commemorated to this day in remembrance

When God Does Something it is Complete

Scripture Text - Exodus 14: 1-31
· Here again, God gave specific instructions ahead of time so that there were no surprises  (verse 1 - 4) God will never lead you to anyplace where there is no way out, whether you SEE it or not
· Obedience and Fear cannot reside together (James 1:8 “double minded man is unstable in all his ways”)

· Children of Israel keep vacillating: they are bold one minute, scared the next.  Remember they saw the miracles as well why do you think they were afraid after seeing all of these things???  The scripture calls it an evil heart of unbelief!!!     (Hebrews 3: 7-12) Fear will make you turn on your leaders, family, friends, and God.(verse 12)

· What God was doing was Shutting the Door - never again would the Egyptians try to enslave the Hebrews and never again would Israel think of going back.   He has to shut some doors in our lives, make it impossible to go back
Go Forward

Scripture Text - Exodus 14: 13
· It may sound deep, it may be spiritual, and it maybe true, but is it what God is saying???   (verse 13: In trying to assuage the people’s fears, Moses begins to try and exhort them to courage)
There is a time to encourage and then there is a time when you can no longer encourage others but you have to act, even if you have to do it by yourself
· There are times when God has directed the people to stand still and see the power of God at work (I Chronicles 20: 16 - 17) But with Moses and the children of Israel at this point it wasn’t the time.
Scripture Text - Exodus 14: 15-16
· It was time to GO FORWARD and as they moved, what looked like no way out became an open door. But only because they moved or acted.  If they had not moved they would have been stuck ( tell testimony of selling townhome)
· Remember later on in the wilderness they wouldn’t move and they were stuck for 40 years. e.g. Tell story of the 12 spies.  God had already said to go in but 10 said no and 2 said yes, No one went in out of that bunch but the two Joshua and Caleb.
God’s message to us today is to Go Forward, Whatever the situation maybe: Living Springs needing to move, personal financial difficulties, decisions that need to be made, God is saying:
Move Forward
